SESSION X: FUTURE WORK OF THE VOORBURG GROUP

Election of the Bureau Members. .

Messrs. Ryten, Beekman, and Picard were elected as members of the Bureau. Ms.
Simpson and Mr. Hamilton are ex officio members as organizers of the next and
present meetings respectively. :

Venue for the next and subsequent meetings

~ The 1993 meeting will take place in Oslo, Norway hosted by Ms. Liv H. Simpson
-“from September 27 to October 1, 1993. Mr. Russell Rogers, speaking for ABS,
declared Australia’s intention to host the 1994 meeting. The 1995 meeting, tenth
of the Group, will return to Voorburg. These plans were presented to and
approved by the Group. :

Request of the United Nations Statistica! Division

Mr. Curtis McSween presented to the Group a statement from Mr. William Seltzer
requesting assistance in converting the Provisional CPC to a final version.
Subsequent to the Group’s discussion on this matter, a letter was sent 10 Mr.

~ Seltzer accepting this request. Copies of these documents are included in the
appendix. : S

Agenda for the Oslo Meeting

The Group tock up the matter of the agenda for the 1993 meeting. 1tis
understood that the tead countries will contact the supporting countries, in addition
to other countries that iater join the session, in order to facilitate host country
arrangements for the meeting. The provisional agenda, shown on the next page,
was accepted by the group.

Closing o_f the Meeting

The United States staff was recognized and thanked for their efforts in support of
this meeting. All of the participants were wished a safe journey home and the
Williamsburg gathering of the Group was adjourned. ' - '
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APPENDIX

Statement by Mr. William Seltzer, Director
of the Statistical bpivision of the UN Secretariat.
to the Meeting of the Veoorburg Group on Services Statistics,
Williamsburg, Virginia, 19-23 October 1992

As you know the twenty-fifth session of the Statistical
Commission in February 1989 approved the final draft of the:
Provisional Central Product Classification (CPC), modified to
take into account comments made by the Commission. a very
important element in completing the final draft of the CPC was
the work of the Voorburg Group on the services part of the cpcC,
particularly, the_explanatory notes. '

The United Nations has since issued the CPC as an official
UN publication. A number of countries have already gained some
experience in the use of the cpC and several proposals for ways
in which the Provisional cpe could be strengthened are emerging.
Indeed, the Statisticai Commission at its 27th session in :
February 1993 will discuss the issue of whether possible
revisions of the Provisional CpC are needed and, if so, how best

to proceed.

I would hope that, should the Statistical commission request

-us to proceed with work on converting the Provisional CPC to a

final version, we will be able to count on the Voorburg Group for
its substantive help in this process. 1In this connection, I

recall the arrangements that were used by the Voorburg Group in
its work on the present version of the services part of the CPC:

.pairs of countries dealing with an assigned portion of the

classification and the circulation of drafts as developed to all
participants. These arrangements seemed to me to work well in
the past and the Voorburg Group may wish to consider their
suitability in the present case. :

An important precondition for sound work on the conversion

of the Provisional CPC to a final version is a knowledgeable _
review of experience with the CPC and suggestions for change. We

offices that sought information on, among other things, national
experience and plans in the use of the CPC. The results of this
study, which focussed on the operational as opposed to the
conceptual aspects of the CPC, will be included in a report of
that we have prepared for the 27th session of the Statistical
Commission. Second, Mr. McSween, in one of the two papers he has
prepared for the present neeting of the Voorburg Group, has
undertaken an initial review of national experience in testing



some of the sections of the Provisional CPC or individual
proposed improvements. We hope we could also count on the -
Voorburg Group for its assistance in maklng an expanded review of -
the tests undertaken and the proposed revisions as a startlng
point for work on the actual revision of the CPC.

o If the Voorburg Group were in a position to indicate its

“~agreement to assist the Statistical Commission and UNSTAT in

" these tasks, I would like to report to the COmm1551on your
wllllngness to do 80,
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Mr. William Seltzer, Director _
United Nations Statistical Division
Statistical Office o

Two United Nations Plaza | :

- New York, New York 10017

Dear Mr.  Seltzer:

This is in response to your request of the Voorburyg Group on service
Statistics, presented by Qurtis McSween, in Williamshurg, Virginia. The group
feels honcred that its contribution to the official N publication of the CPC
is recognized. However, the Voorbarg Group is an informal forum for the
excharge of views on service statistics which assist comtries and
internatiocnal organizations in solving problems or developing international
guidelines in the field of service statistics.

: "BnVoorhmgerphaémiﬂmﬂ:eauﬂmityorrmcesmeptconamﬂly

through its constituent membership to develop proposals in preparation for the
revision of the CPC. But the Group fully supports this work and locks forward
to the first cpportunity to review the results of the national experiences in
using the CPC and the proposed revisions to it. :

TlmVoorhugerpmmwtgmnteecmplyingwimarwdeadlimsettyﬂxe :
Statistical Commission. Although it would do its best to respect any such
deadline, the timeliness of its operations is a direct function of the

will and the workload of its members. The Group is resolved to its purpese to
provide the forum for discussion of such proposals as they relate to service
statistics. ' :

For your recognition of the importance of its comtribution, Ittmﬂcymon
whalfoftheermpardlodcfmxdtoﬂlecmissim'sdeliberatimard
conclusions in connection with the CPeC, '

Al 77 il —

Howard N. Hamilton
Secretariat
The Vooarburg Group



